A&H 367 – Human rights and world religions (VERSION, 18 September 2013)
Fall 2013, Course starts from week 35 to 50. 

Venue to be announced. 

Timeslot: Thursdays 16-18hrs and Fridays 8.45-10.45hrs. 
Instructor: Naema Tahir, LL.M
Office hours: by appointment. 
Email: n.tahir@ucr.nl Mobile: 06 533 005 90
I. Track information
The prerequisites for A&H 367 Human rights and world religions are A&H 165 World religions and/or SSC 171 Law, Society and Justice. The course A&H 188 Introduction to Gender Studies would be an advantage.
II. General Introduction to Subject
In Europe, Christianity and Judaism have existed for centuries, inspiring and shaping European democracies. In the last decades, Islam has become a significant presence in Europe, as a result of the growing number of Muslim immigrants. Currently, there are 25 million Muslims in Europe. Today’s societies, with the world religions coexisting, have become highly multicultural and diverse, posing interesting challenges to ideas about human rights, equality and freedoms. 

For example, is there a right to wear religious symbols, such as the Islamic headscarf, the Christian cross and the Jewish yarmulke, in all public spaces? Can one be religious and emancipated at the same time? Are there examples of woman-friendly (re)interpretations of holy scripture? May persons of faith hold that men and women are not equal according to their religious traditions? How does this square with Western ideas about equality and human rights? In general, in case of conflict between religion and human rights, how can the former be harmonized with the latter?  
Questions such as these are posed in academia, the media and society at large all around the world and are arguably among the most important and pressing questions of our age. This course addresses these issues through the exploration of the relationship between world religions and human rights. In this course, the emphasis lies on women’s rights and on the Abrahamic religions, particularly on Islam. The Fact that Islam is relatively new in the West, continuously leads to interesting questions regarding human rights and freedoms. Through the emphasis on the Islamic religion, students will be equipped with tools to look into other religions and ideologies.
The principle objective of this course is to analyse whether and how persons of faith exercise their human rights and how religious duties are harmonized with  personal freedoms and human rights. In other words, how is divine law (e.g. Quran, tradition (hadith), etc.) squared with human rights law?   

A wide range of sources will be used, among others: literature, holy scripts, novels, film, human rights law, and cases of the European Court of Human Rights. This will provide different perspectives on human rights: legal, religious and cultural.

Classroom discussions and written papers will enable students to deepen their understanding of the topics concerned. Through oral and written contributions during this course, the connections between the legal, religious and cultural aspects of the topic of the course will be demonstrated.
III. Organization of the Course
The course will be given in fifteen (15) weeks. Each week consists of two classes of two hours; on Thursdays from 16-18hrs and on Fridays from 8.45-10.45hrs. The course starts in week 35 and ends in week 50, with a fall break in week 42.
IV. Course requirements 

Students are required to:

1. Prepare class beforehand by carefully studying the assigned reading materials and preparing any homework given. The assigned reading materials and homework have been indicated for each class/week, or will be announced at least one week prior to the class/week concerned. Any additional required reading will also be announced in time.
2. Class attendance is compulsory. Absence from class will only be allowed for illness or  emergencies, and the instructor should be informed before class. In any other case, absence will be without cause and will lead to an F for participation for the class not attended. Three F’s will lead to expulsion from the entire course. Late arrival for class will be treated as an absence without cause. For each class not attended an essay will need to be written on the subject-matter of the class not attended. More details on this will follow during the first session.    

3. Participate in class. All classes will be held in the form of an interactive discussion. Students are required to actively participate in class. They are required to debate, listen and reflect on the subject-matter, guided by the instructor.

4. Write papers, each of approx. 800 to 1000 words, unless otherwise indicated, answering a question posed by the instructor on one of the relevant topics. There are a total of four (4) papers. All papers must be handed in at the beginning of Thursday’s class of the week in which the paper is assigned. The paper must be in printed form, pages numbered and stapled together, the word count mentioned. Papers must also be uploaded on Workspaces. Papers that are handed in too late or not at all will not be marked (i.e. no feedback will be given), which equals to an F. 
5. Prepare and present in class a short written essay of between 500 to 800 words, on European Court of Human Rights case law regarding the freedom of religion/expression and related topics. The essay allows the instructor to assess student’s ability to explore and present clearly and confidently in class the aforementioned subject-matter. The exact terms of the essay and the presentation thereof will be communicated during the course. 
V. Assessment 
1. Class participation


20%

2. Four Papers



50% (12,5 % each)

3. Written essay and 


30% (15% essay and 15% presentation)
presentation thereof



VI. Teaching goals, Learning goals, Learning outcomes
The student-centered teachings goals related to the course of the instructor are:
1. Encourage active learning, critical, creative and reflective thinking in each student to facilitate his/her academic growth and individual achievements. 

2. Respect and honor diversity of students academic styles. 
3. Facilitate and encourage cooperative learning and respectful interactions during and outside of class. 
4. Encourage qualitative writing, speaking and reflection skills to enable deep understandings. 
5. Support students in academic ambitions in class and where possible outside of class. 

The learning goals for students are:

1. Students shall acquire basic knowledge of the relationship between human rights, especially women’s rights and world religions. 
2. Students shall not only learn of the differences between various religions regarding the subject-matter but also of the similarities, enabling the students to connect and compare various viewpoints on human rights, emancipation, equality and freedom. 

3. The in-depth knowledge of one religion/culture (the Islamic) equips students with tools to look into other religions and ideologies.

4. Students shall become accustomed to searching case law of the ECHR. 

5. Students shall acquire writing and speaking skills.
The learning outcomes will enable students to:  
1. Explain with sound understanding and authority how a selection of human rights are experienced by women of religion.   

2. Work confidently and easily with religious (legal) texts and traditions

3. Apply acquired knowledge to other areas regarding gender and the rights of women

4. Become accustomed to analyzing case law of the ECHR

5. Become accustomed to discussing, speaking and writing effectively, honoring at the same time one’s academic style as well as general methods and principles
VII. Literature
The following books should be purchased, either at the Drukkery in Middelburg or ordered through Amazon: 

· Stowasser, Barbara, Women in the Qur’an, traditions, and interpretation 
· Lazreg, Marnia, Questioning the veil: open letters to Muslim women
· Heath, Jennifer, The Veil, Women writers on its history, law and politics. 
The library has copies of some of the following books. Other selections will be made available during the course. See Course overview per week for more information:  
· Oxford University Press, A very short introduction to Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.
· The Quran (selection) 
· The Bible (selection) - The Quran and the Bible can also be found online – any version will do.
· Ali, Kecia, Sexual ethics and Islam: feminist reflections on Qur’an, Hadith, Jurisprudence
· Falah, Ghazi-Walid and Nigel, Caroline, Geographies of Muslim Women 
· Nieuwkerk van, Karin, Women embracing Islam 
· Wadud, Amina, Qur’an and woman: rereading the sacred text from a woman’s perspective
· El Feki, Shereen, Sex and the Citadel: Intimate Life in a Changing Arab World
· Alston, P, Steiner, H.J., International Human Rights Law in Context, or any collection containing the international human rights treaties. Treaties can also be found online. 
· Case law of the European Court of Human Rights (selection, found on HUDOC database)
· Any handouts during the course
VIII. Film & TV drama’s 
Students will watch the following films during class. The instructor has all films: 

1. Just a Kiss, by Ken Loach
2. Guess who’s coming to dinner, by Stanley Kramer (selection)
3. Yasmin, by Kenneth Glenaan

4. Inside Islam, by Mark Hufnail
5. Egyptian Maidens, by Mohammed Amin. 
IX. Course Overview from Week to Week
Week 1 (29/08/13 and 30/08/2013). Introduction to world religions
This week’s classes aim to introduce students to the main aspects of three world religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam (Abrahamic religions). During class students shall watch short film documentaries on these religions, such as the film/documentary Inside Islam, by Mark Hufnail. Since basic knowledge of Islam shall feature prominently throughout the course, students are required to at least be familiar with the meaning of Islam, The Quran, Hadith, Sunna, the Prophet Mohammad and the prophets’ wives. Students’ knowledge will be tested during class discussion and throughout the course.    
Time will also be devoted to an overview of the content and the main aims of the course. 
Week 2 (05/09/13 and 06/09/2013). The creation story and the equality of women  
The Biblical and the Quranic narratives on the creation of the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, give different perspectives on the role and position of the woman. This week we will investigate this and explore how the creation narrative still influences the position of women in society today. We will furthermore analyze how women reread or reinterpret the Adam and Eve narrative so as to arrive at a more woman-inclusive and gender equal interpretation of it. For preparation, students should read Chapter 1, Human creation in the Qur’an, p. 15-26, in Qur’an and woman: rereading the sacred text from a woman’s perspective, by Amina Wadud; Chapter 2, The Chapter of Eve, p. 25-39 in Women in the Qur’an, traditions, and interpretation, by Barbara F. Stowasser. Students must also read the creation stories in the Bible (Genesis 1, 2, 3) and the Quran (see references for Quran verses in Stowasser Chapter 2). Reading material from Amina Wadud’s book will be made available beforehand, students should purchase Stowasser’s book at Amazon or at the Drukkery in Middelburg.  

Week 3 (12/09/2013 and 13/09/2013). Gender reasons for conversion to Islam

Many in the West view Islam as oppressive to women. Yet there are Western women who choose the Islamic lifestyle in order to seek ‘true liberation and emancipation.’ This week we will explore why Western women convert to Islam and whether or not they feel more emancipated by Islam than by Western feminism. Students are required to prepare beforehand  by reading the following chapters from the book Women Embracing Islam: gender and conversion in the West, edited by Karin van Nieuwkerk: Chapter 1, The Quest for Peace in Submission: Reflections on the Journey of American Women Converts of Islam, by Yvonne Y. Haddad (p.19-48), Chapter 2, The Shaping of a Scandinavian Islam, by Anne Sofie Roald (only selection: p.58-63) and Chapter 9, How Deborah became Aisha: the conversion process and the creation of a female Muslim identity, by Nicole Bourque (233-250). Reading materials shall be emailed to students or made available otherwise, at least a week prior to Thursday 12 September 2013. 
Paper One: Imagine you have converted to Islam. Write a paper addressing the types of liberation and limitations you will experience when choosing an Islamic lifestyle. Mention day to day examples, such as going to work, going out to dinner with colleagues, shopping for new clothes, travelling through the city or abroad, etc. The paper should be handed in at the beginning of the class on Thursday 12 September 2013. 

Week 4 (19/09/2013 and 20/09/2013). Woman’s space, power and concepts of freedom

The ‘natural domain’ of Muslim women and girls is the home, according to orthodox interpretation. Even when Muslim women are outside, they restrain themselves in their mobility and the exercise of their freedoms. Many women find themselves powerless, even suppressed when limited in their mobility and freedoms. Others, have created a space where their own conceptions of freedom thrive. This week we will discuss the relationship between space and gender and the effect on freedom and emancipation for women. For this discussion students will first watch the film Yasmin, about a Pakistani Muslim woman living in the United Kingdom and struggling with her space and freedom. In addition, students must read beforehand Moral geographies and women’s freedom: rethinking freedom discourse in the Moroccan context by Amy Freeman, (p.147-178), in Geographies of Muslim women: gender, religion, and space, edited by Ghazi-Walid Falah & Caroline Nagel. Copy of the reading materials shall be made available at the student desk a week prior to this week. 
Week 5 (26/09/2013 and 27/09/2013). The headscarf in Christianity and Judaism
The headscarf as a religious symbol leads to much debate. Especially the right to wear the headscarf in public spaces has become an interesting topic in secular societies. Weeks 5 to 7 are devoted to the headscarf. First, various types of the religious veil/headscarf will be discussed, together with their histories in many cultures and religions. Students must prepare by reading the following essays from The Veil, by Jennifer Heath: Shattered vessels that contain divine sparks; Unveiling Hasidic Women’s dress code, by Barbara Goldman Carrel; Out of the Cloister; Unveiling to better serve the Gospel, by Laurene M. Lafontaine; He hath couerd my soule inward: Veiling in Medieval Europe and the Early Church. Students should  purchase Heath´s book at Amazon or at the Drukkery in Middelburg. 
NT: Christianity: letter of Paul. Judaism, tzinuith. Youtube beelden van beiden. 
Week 6 (03/10/2013 and 04/10/2013). The Islamic headscarf in the Quran and tradition
According to traditional Islamic doctrine, due to sex differences between men and women, women are obliged to wear the hijab, the Islamic veil. This week we will explore where the obligation to don the hijab is stated for Muslim women. Students are required to study the following Quranic verses: 33.54, 33.60, 24.31-32, 33.29-35, 24.60. Any English translation of the Quran will do. Students should bring their copy of the Quran verses to class. Students should also read Barbara Stowasser, Women in Quran, Traditions, and Interpretation, Chapter 8, page 85-86 (until Muhammad’s wives), and pages 90-94 (until Slandering the Prophet’s wife).  

Paper Two: Students must write a paper comparing the Jewish, Christian and Islamic headscarf. Why do Jewish, Christian and Islamic women wear the headscarf according to their holy scripts? What are the similarities and what are the differences? Paper should be handed in at the beginning of the class of Thursday 3 October 2013. 
Week 7 (10/10/2013 and 11/10/2013). Critical views on the veil 
No other topic on the discourse of Muslim women’s emancipation  receives so much attention as does the veil. The veil is seen both as a symbol of oppression as well as that of freedom and personal choice. It is a dress regarded as traditional and modern alike. In week 3 and further  some positive aspects of the veil were discussed. This week we will explore critical views on the veil and whether wearing the veil has negative effects for women’s emancipation. Students should read Letter One, Letter Three and Letter Five, in Questioning the veil: open letters to Muslim women, by Marnia Lazreg. Students can buy the book at the Drukkery in Middelburg or order through Amazon. Students may also read selected chapters in Heath´s, The Veil for more views on the subject. 
Paper Three –write an open letter in which you would or would not encourage a woman to wear the Islamic veil. Students must include elements from Lazreg’s book and also references to relevant articles from human rights treaties. Paper should be handed in at the beginning of Thursday’s class (10 October 2013).
Mid-term evaluation shall take place before end of class. 

FALL BREAK from October 14th- 18th, 2013. 

Week 8 (24/10/2013 and 25/10/2013). Case law of the European Court of Human Rights: freedom of religion. 

This week we will discuss two recent ECHR cases on religious freedom. The first is Case of Leyla Sahin vs Turkey (Case 44774/98) on the right to wear an Islamic headscarf. Ms Leyla Sahin, a Turkish medical student, was denied access to various activities at her university in Turkey because she was wearing the Islamic headscarf. Sahin complained that this infringed, amongst others, her freedom of religion (Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights). The second case is the Case of Lautsi and others vs Italy (30814/06) regarding religious symbols in classrooms. Mrs Soile Lautsi claimed that Italy’s administrative law requiring display of the crucifix in State school classrooms violated the right of parents to ensure their children’s education in conformity with their own religious and philosophical convictions. (Article 2 of Protocol 1 to the Convention, in conjunction with Article 9). Students are required to prepare for this week’s classes by studying  both cases to be found in the ECHR database, the HUDOC. 
Week 9 (31/10/2013 and 01/11/2013). Presentations of cases of the European Court of Human Rights. 

In weeks 10 and 11 students shall present a chosen case of the European Court of Human Rights on any matter relating to religion, be it the freedom of religion, the freedom of expression, or any other related subject-matter. Students are free to choose the angle of their presentation. The presentation shall be a maximum of ten minutes. It shall be accompanied by a written essay of between 500-800 words. The essay should be handed in to the instructor at the beginning of the class. The instructor will assess the students’ ability to analyze the chosen case and to present this clearly and confidently, taking into account the knowledge gained from the course. 

Essay: all students must hand in their essay to the instructor at the beginning of the class on 31 October 2013.

Week 10 (07/11/2013 and 08/11/2013). Presentations of cases of the European Court of Human Rights 
Continuation as in week 9. 
Week 11 (14/11/2013 and 15/11/2013). Sexual and reproductive rights. 

In the Islamic world women (and girls) are obliged to marry as virgins. Only in this way can they prove to be chaste women, who live honorable lives according to tradition. It is widely believed in the Arab world and in other Muslim countries, that there is no or hardly any sex out of wedlock. In this the Arab world claims to be different from the Western world, where men and women have more freedom in the area of sexuality. Recent literature has shown however that Muslims do not abstain from sex out of wedlock but engage in more hidden forms of sex, given the great taboo on the topic. How does hidden sex effect women’s and men’s emancipation, safety and health? How does this effect reproductive rights? Is there a right to be open about sexuality? Does this openness lead to a more confident and healthy society? Or is virginity the best way forward for women especially? 

In week 11 we will first watch and discuss the film Egyptian Maidens about virginity, marriage and being single in the Arab world. Students must prepare beforehand by reading excerpts from Sex and the Citadel: Intimate Life in a Changing Arab World, by Shereen El Feki. The exact reading materials will be announced in week 10.  

Week 12 Thursday 21/11/2013. Sexual and reproductive rights.

On Thursday we will continue on the topic of sexual and reproductive rights. For class discussion students must prepare beforehand by reading from Sex and the Citadel: Intimate Life in a Changing Arab World, by Shereen El Feki. The exact reading materials will be announced in week 10. 
Week 12 Friday 22/11/2013. Intermarriage and emancipation.
For this class students must watch the film Guess who’s coming to dinner about a black man and a white woman falling in love and wishing to marry. We will briefly analyze the topic during class discussion.
Week 13 (28/11/2013 and 29/11/2013). Intermarriage and emancipation.
On Thursday students shall watch the film Just a Kiss. Class discussion on Friday will evolve around both aforementioned films. What do Guess who’s coming to dinner and Just a Kiss teach us about what happens when East meets West, black meets white, in love and marriage? In the film Just a Kiss, Casim, the son of Pakistani Muslim immigrants living in the United Kingdom, falls in love with Roisin, a Catholic woman. How do Casim’s family and the Christian community perceive this interreligious marriage? Furthermore, what, if any is the emancipatory impact of the mixed relationships we see in both films?   
Week 14 (05/12/2013 and 06/12/2013). Women’s rereading of sacred texts, a case study on intermarriage
Today we will investigate how women have interpreted sacred texts to counter discrimination against them. As a case study of inequality, the right to marry will be analyzed. Drawn directly from the Quran, Muslim men may marry outside of their faith, whereas Muslim women are prohibited to do so. How have Muslim women countered this discrimination? Students should prepare beforehand by reading Kecia Ali, Sexual ethics and Islam: feminist reflections on Qur’an, Hadith, Jurisprudence, Chapter 1 on Marriage, Money, Sex, (p.13 to 21). Reading materials will be made available in week 12.  
Paper Four: imagine you are Casim from the film Just a Kiss. Write a letter of 500 words to your father saying that it is against your human rights if you are not able to choose whom you may marry. Students must refer to specific articles from human rights treaties in the letter. Students must also include in their letter the findings of Kecia Ali in Chapter 1. of her book. Secondly, students must also write a letter in response by Casim’s father of 500 words. The letters should be handed in at the beginning of Thursday’s class (5 December 2013). 
Week 15 (12/12/2013 and 13/12/2013). Excursion related to the topic of religion and human rights, closing summary of the course. 
An excursion will be organized with students to a religious place where students may meet and speak to a religious leader (imam, priest or rabbi) in order to gain insight in those human rights issues which rise amongst the believers or in the respective communities. The course will be briefly summarized.

Evaluation shall take place before end of class. 
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