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I. Track information:

One needs to have followed one of the following courses in order to take this course:
· SSC 111    Introduction to Sociology 

· SSC 131    Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology 

· SSC 141    Introduction to Human Geography 

· A&H 136  Introduction to Literary Studies 

· A&H 143  Introduction to Theatre and Media Studies 

· A&H 185  Introduction to American Studies 

· SSC 215    Consumer Society and Media 

· SSC 233    Religion and Modernization 

· A&H 243  Film in Context 

· A&H 225  Sociolinguistics 

· A&H 287  History of Women and Gender 
· ACC 320   Persuasion in Social Discourses

· A&H 337  Film and Text 

· A&H 386  Topics in American History: Identity 

· A&H 336  Critical Perspectives on Literary Meaning

Advanced Cultural Studies is part of the Anthropology track as well as the interdisciplinary profile Cultural Studies, and the interdisciplinary profile Gender Studies.
II. Course description:

This course is devoted to Cultural Studies an academic discipline which combines anthropology, literary theory, sociology, political economy, social-science history, philosophy, to study cultural phenomena in societies. The course departs from basic theoretical distinctions such as postmodernism (social theory and systems of analysis), postmodernity (historical period or characteristics of society) and postmodern condition (new forms of knowledge). While inhabiting globalising scenery, and having parted with meta-narratives, postmodern subject enjoys/struggles with a multiplicity of perspectives on meaning that emerged with the end of the 'grand narratives' of liberalism, socialism and Marxism. These challenges account for why no single sociological approach can provide answers or even ask all relevant questions. 

The postmodern explosion of a 'society of the spectacle' and postmodern subjectivities (the issues of identity, self and desire) will (re)introduce students to the work of leading modernist and postmodernist writers like Stuart Hall, Paul Willis, Dick Hebdige, Arjun Appadurai, Roland Barthes, Bakhtin, Walter Benjamin, Pierre Bourdieu, bell hooks, Richard Dyer, Michel Foucault, Habermas, Donna Haraway, Harvey, Frederic Jameson, Kristeva, Jean-Francois Lyotard, Georg Simmel, Williams and others.

The increasingly plural and fragmenting social reality generates new topics for sociological analysis: space and time in the global world, cybercultural reality, new approaches to leisure, tourism, subcultures and cultural subversion, youth and adulthood in the consumerist society, gender as a social practice, gendered experience of the body as key elements of social persons, social practices affecting the body, and visual culture and visual representation.
Central in this course is the concept of culture within (post)modern societies from an interdisciplinary perspective (i.e. sociology, anthropology, cultural geography, history, literary theory, and psychology). The term culture has a complex history and several meanings in the present-day discourse. For this reason the course opens with an overview of various concepts and notions related to the idea of culture. Questions which among others will be asked are: How do people constitute parts of culture? How can different cultures be understood? Why are certain forms of culture valued more than others? In order to better comprehend the functioning of culture attention will be paid to such issues as ‘communication and representation’ (language, signs, semiotics) and ‘culture, power and inequality’ (or: how is cultural inequality generated and reproduced). This is stressed in a handbook and the reader students have to study. Lectures, films and documentaries will supplement these readings
III. Course requirements:

Students are expected to arrive at each class meeting fully prepared. They should do all the assigned readings, and they should arrive in class ready to contribute to the discussion and group work exercise. 

IV Research paper 
Students write a research paper in the second part of the course. The subject of the paper is of course related to Advanced Cultural Studies and resistance, and specific topics are chosen on consultation with the instructor. The research paper should have the qualities of a third year BA level.

1. The paper has a clear research question that can be answered.
2. The research is divided into sub-questions.
3. The sub-questions are made operational / researchable.

4. The sub-questions are the basis of argumentation in the research paper.

5. The paper contains an introduction (300 words), and ends with a conclusion (300 words) which leads to a theoretical conclusion (i.e. the latter is not a summary of the paper).

6. Students are supposed to conduct library research for this paper.

7. The topic has to be based on analyses of examples from social-scientific literature, i.e. books or articles. 

8. The paper should be theoretically grounded in literature studied and lectures given during the course Advanced Cultural Studies.
9. The length of the final paper should be ±3000 words, typed and double-spaced. 

V Student Presentation

Evaluation

1. Short written summary; PowerPoints on Workspaces (10%)

2. Explanation about the author(s); context of the article, etc. (10%)

3. Relation to the course literature (20%) 

4. Four relevant questions for discussions (60%); 



Questions   (30%) 



Discussion (30%)
VI Assessment:

Evaluation of students will be based on:

- Class participation & attendance, and two discussion presentations (20%), 
- Mid-term examination (25%)

- Final examination (25%)

- Research paper (30%)

Both exams will be in-class, closed-book format with essay questions. An F received for any particular component cannot be compensated but will be weighed fully in determining the final grade.

VII Attendance:
· Students are required to attend all classes.

· If a student is unable to attend class, he or she must in advance inform the course instructor and his/her tutor of the reason for the absence.

· Course-instructor records attendance and informs a student’s tutor of absences if a student has missed four classes.

· Course instructor will deduct grades for repeated absence from class.

· If there is a valid reason for the absence, such as illness, the student is urged to contact his/her tutor as early as possible. If the student is forced to miss too many classes, s/he can apply to the Board of Studies for a withdrawal from the course.

· A student who is absent from a course for more than 25% of all classes of that course will receive a fail grade.
VIII Additional Information:  
· Plagiarism (i.e. presenting the ideas and words of another without crediting the source, and thus passing off others’ work as your own) is an extremely serious violation of the academic code of conduct.  Students will fail the course if caught plagiarizing.  If in doubt, please consult a member of the faculty.
· For all late assignments, one-third of a letter grade will be deducted per 24-hour period (for example, a ‘B’ paper that is submitted two days late will receive a ‘C+’ grade), up to a maximum of seven days.  Any assignment that is submitted more than seven days after its original due date will receive an automatic ‘F’ grade.  These rules do not apply if the respective student applies for, and receives, an official extension.
· English is the only medium of communication.

· Please turn off your cell phones, laptops (etc.) before entering the classroom.
· No typing in class. 
IX Course materials:

Brian Longhurst, Greg Smith, Gaynor Bagnall, Garry Crawford, Miles Ogborn (et al) 2008. Introducing Cultural Studies. Second edition. London / New York: Pearson / Longman (pp.347).
Simon During 2007 The Cultural Studies Reader (third edition). London: Routledge (pp.608).

Course Schedule - Part I

	Week 1


	Session 1 (Jan 28)
	Cultural Theories


	Readings:

Longhurst 2006. 
· Ch.1 Culture and Cultural Studies
During 2007. 

· Ch.1 Introduction

	
	Session 2 

(Jan 29)

	
	

	Week 2
	Session 1

(Feb 4)
	Communication and Representation
	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.
· Ch.2 Culture, communication and representation 

  During 2007.
· Ch.29 Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer (1944) ‘The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception’
· Ch.36 Stuart Hall (1990) ‘Encoding, Decoding’

	
	Session 2

(Feb 5)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 3
	Session 1

(Feb 11)
	Culture, Power and Inequality
	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.
· Ch.3 Culture, power, globalisation and inequality
During 2007.
· Ch.3 Antonio Gramsci (1971) ‘The Organization of Education and of Culture’ 

· Ch.16. Arjun Appadurai (1990) ‘Disjuncture And Difference In The Global Cultural Economy’

· Ch.17. Gayatri Spivak (2001) ‘The New Subaltern: A Silent Interview’

	
	Session 2

(Feb 12)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 4
	Session 1

(Feb 18)
	
	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.
· Ch.4 Researching culture 
During 2007.
· Ch.6. Pierre Bourdieu (1993) ‘Field Of Power, Literary Field And Habitus’ 
· Ch.5. Roland Barthes (1986) ‘From Work To Text’
· Ch.9. Meaghan Morris. ‘Banality in Cultural Studies’ 


	
	Session 2

(Feb 19)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 5
	Session 1

(Feb 25)
	Topographies of Culture

	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.

· Ch.5 Topographies of culture: geography, meaning and power

During 2007.
· Ch.10. Henri Lefebre (1995) ‘Notes On The New Town’
· Ch.12 Michel Foucault (1984) ‘Space, Power and Knowledge’
· Ch.23 Bruno Latour (2002) ‘War Of The Worlds’

	
	Session 2

(Feb 26)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 6
	Session 1

(March 4)
	Politics and Culture
	Readings:
Longhurst 2006. 

· Ch.6 Politics and culture

During 2007.

· Ch.13. Giles Deleuze and Claire Parnet (1983) ‘Politics’ 
· Ch.18. Edward Said (2002) ‘Travelling Theory
· Ch.19. Benedict Anderson (1991) ‘Imagined Communities: Nationalism’s Cultural Roots’

	
	Session 2

(March 5)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 7
	Session 1

(March 11)
	
	Readings:

During 2007.
· Ch.21 Raymond Williams (1980) ‘Ideas Of Nature’
· Ch.24 Donna Haraway (1991) ‘A Cyborg Manifesto’ 

	
	Session 2

(March12)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 8
	Session 1
(March 18)

	Mid-term examination

	

	
	Session 2
(March 19)

	No class
	

	Week 9
	Mid-term break

	
	


Part II

	Week 10
	 (April 1)
	Easter Monday


	No class



	
	Session 1
(April 2)
	Proposal Research Paper

	

	Week 11
	Session 1

(April 8)
	Everyday Life 


	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.

· Ch.7 The postmodernization of everyday life: consumption and information technologies 

During 2007.

· Ch.14 Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri (2000) ‘Post modernization, or the Informatization of Production’

· Ch.37 Jodi Dean ‘The Net and Multiple Realities’ 

	
	Session 2

(April 9)

	Student’s presentation


	 

	Week 12
	Session 1

(April 15)
	Cultural Bodies 


	Longhurst 2006.
· Ch.8 Cultured bodies
During 2007. 
· a’
· Ch.27 Judith (1999) ‘Butler Subversive Bodily Acts’

· Ch.28 Eve Kosofsky Sedwick (1990) ‘Axiomatic’
· Ch.15. Eric Ma and Hau Ling ‘Helen’ Cheng (2005) ‘‘Naked Bodies’: Experimenting With Intimate Relations Among Migrant Workers In South Chin

	
	Session 2

(April 16)

	Student’s presentation


	

	Week 13
	Session 1

(April 22)
	Subcultures

	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.   

· Ch.9 Subcultures, post subcultures and fans
During 2007.

· Ch.29 Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer (1944) The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception 

· Ch.31 Dick Hebdige (1979) ‘Subculture and Style’ (pp.429-440).

· Ch.20. Paul Gilroy (2000) ‘The Crisis Of ‘Race’ and Raciology’

Reader

· Louis Theroux 2005. ‘April, Lamb and Lynx’

	
	Session 2

(April 23)
	Student’s presentation


	 

	Week 14
	Revision 

Week


	Consultations

Drafts 

Research Papers


	

	Week 15
	Session 1

(May 6)


	Visual Cultures
	Readings:

Longhurst 2006.   

· Ch.10 Visual culture

During 2007.
· Ch.4. Walter Benjamin (1930s) ‘The Work of Art In The Age Of Its Technological Representation’

· Ch.11. Michel de Certeau (2002) ‘Walking in the city’

	
	Session 2

(May 7)
	Student’s presentation

Questions / Revision
	

	Week 16
	Session 2

(May 13)


	Final examination
	

	
	Session 2

(May 14)
	No Class


	Final Dead-line Research Paper
Wednesday May 24.00 


VII. General instructional objectives and specific learning outcomes:

GIO 1.  Comprehensive knowledge of concepts and theories in cultural studies
SLO 1a To learn the different definitions of the concept of culture

SLO 1b To identify the principle issues in the study of culture

SLO 1c To learn about the leading theoretical perspectives in cultural studies

SLO 1d To examine different ways of studying representations

SLO 1e To understand the main structural sources of inequality

SLO 1f  To learn about the leading cultural manifestations of inequality

GIO 2  Developing an ability to analyze the ways in which culture is differentiated, fragmented and contested
SLO 2a To identify phenomena such as time, history, politics, gender (etc.) as socio-cultural constructions.
SLO 2b To recognize how social conflicts are culturally mediated

SLO 2c To understand changes in culture as connected to the re-ordering of power relations

GIO 3  Refinement of rhetorical skills 
SLO 3a To analyse scientific literature in their own words

SLO 3b To relate literature and authors to their contexts

SLO 3b To compare presented articles to other scientific literature 

GIO 4 Development of academic writing and research skills

SLO 4a. To write a social-scientifical essay

SLO 4b. Performing research into library and other sources

SLO 4c. Use relevant social-science theories

SLO 4e. Be able to build a conclusion 
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